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VOLUNTOWN PEACE TRUST

MEMBERS BENEFITS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
The Voluntown Peace Trust (VPT) membership is a group of individuals who come together to support collective nonviolent direct action that exposes social and environmental problems; peaceful alternatives to systems of violence; and personal nonviolence as a way of life.

An active VPT member believes in and supports the mission and objectives of the organization; takes part in the activities and/or the administration of the organization; and makes timely payment of annual membership dues.  Please submit an application form to the Membership Committee at the below address.

Benefits of being a VPT Member:

1.  Eligible to vote at the Annual Membership Meeting.  

2.  Networking with a group of individuals and organizations that live by the principles of sustainability of the Earth and non-violent action. 

3.  Access to education and systems of support relative to the principles of non-violence as set forth by Gandhi's philosophy. VPT has an excellent peace and social justice library. Books are loaned only to VPT members.

4.  Increased access to retreat space and opportunities to reconnect with the land. Free day use of the VPT outdoors for your family or small group of friends. Come hike, picnic and play at VPT.  
5. “Sustaining Members” ($100 each month for 5 years) receive 25% discount when renting facilities.

Responsibilities of being a VPT Member:

1.  Committing to the VPT mission of supporting non-violent social change. 

2.  Completing the membership application annually and paying the membership dues.

3.  Actively participating in the organization: Choose any of the activities from the following list or suggest others that further VPT's mission:

· Become a member of a standing committee.

· Do fundraising.

· Engage new members.

· Help organize any of the events (workshops, film/potluck dinner nights,) presented throughout the year.

· Practice preservation of VPT land and organic garden as well as the maintenance of VPT buildings.

· Attend any of the VPT Popular Education workshops. 

· Help maintain and expand the VPT library.

· Join the Earth Transition network of people skill-sharing on building transition towns, addressing climate change and economic sustainability.

· Share skills, expertise, knowledge, etc. with the rest of the membership by providing opportunities for education within VPT.
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